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Architect Brian Curley has seen it all while
designing more than 40 courses in China

- | By Joe Passov, Senlor Editor [CoursesRankings)
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Brian Curley Talks Life on the Road in
golf.com Interview

Senior editor of GOLF Magazine, Joe Passoy, sits down with
Brian Curley to discuss his life on the road. Brian offers
plenty of advice; tips and tricks learned throughout his
years of travelling to Asia and other far away places.

(Click on the link below to read the full article)
GOLFE.COM |




12-year-old Ye Wocheng
Tees it up at Volvo China Open

Brett Rumford became the first Australian in 41 years to win
back-to-back European Tour titles with his victory at the Volvo
China Open. He shot a final-round 68 to win by four shots.
However, Ye Wocheng stole the spotlight during the first 2
rounds as he became the youngest ever player to appear on
the European Tour. After shooting a pair of 79’s Ye failed to
make the cut, admitting that he struggled with the length of
the course and windy conditions at the Schmidt-Curley / Pete

Dye designed Binhai Lake Golf Club.
PGA TOUR |
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Schmidt-Curley Sets to Complete Its
First Layout on the Silk Road

This bold, links inspired layout is located in the remote
region of the Xinjinag Province, in Northwest China. Just
outside of the capital city of Urumqi, the course boasts
wicked links-like contouring throughout the fairways and
cavernous, natural “blow-out” style bunkering carved out
of fescue laden dunes. With a serene snow-capped
mountain backdrop gracing several of the holes, this course
is sure to be well received upon opening in the spring of
2014.







Golf Wind Blowing from the East

“Published in Golf Digest China - June 2013 (Translation provided by Schmidt-Curley Design)

We wrote this article in order to unveil the truth of why Schmidt-Curley has achieved
such great success without being professional golfers or having the privilege of being
born into a notable golf lineage.

According to Schmidt-Curley, they have completed 41 golf courses in China, which
accounts for 7% of all Chinese golf courses (587 golf courses). In 2012 four of their golf
courses (Blackstone, Stone Forest Leader’s Peak, Lava Fields, and Binhai Lake) were
listed in the top 10 golf courses in China by Golf Digest, in which our magazine ranking
committee, formed by our magazine readers and golfers, vote annually. It proves the
pairing of Lee Schmidt and Brian Curley secured great success in the golf design
business despite fierce competition in the Chinese market.

Let us start from the beginning of each of their careers. Pete Dye has mentored both
Lee and Brian when they were working in California and Nevada for Landmark Land
Company, this experience gave them a profound advantage in their future design
careers. Thanks to growing up in Pebble Beach, California, Brian Curley was
surrounded by world class golf courses as a kid, which inspired him to pursue his
dream of becoming a golf course designer by the age of 13. Brian told us his favorite
course is Cypress Point and he admires Alister Mackenzie's design principles, which at
times do not always follow the prevailing rules, such as: non-returning 9’s, back to
back par 3s and 5’s, but most importantly he discovered that great golf course
designs are dictated by the terrain. Curley added, "The knowledge | learned from
Pete has profoundly influenced my design career. He taught us how to balance risk
and reward when laying out the strategy of golf holes. Pete is a great designer whom
many clients in the world want to work with, we feel fortunate to have worked with
Pete, especially in China.” Compared to Brian, Lee Schmidt came to China years earlier,




which can be traced back to the early 1990s when he worked for
Nicklaus Design. Lee helped design the first golf course in China,
Zhongshan Hot Spring, as well as Spring City in Kunming, which are
two of the most influential golf courses in China. Schmidt says
“Although they are some of the oldest courses in China, they have
held up wonderfully over time and are still considered elite
courses.", he added “I feel proud of the work we did at these two
courses and it is one of the most unforgettable experiences of my
life "

By the end of 1997, Brian bought the golf design department
from Landmark, and Lee came back to work with Brian as his
partner. This was a perfect combination in which both Lee and
Brian brought together more than 20 years of golf design
experience. Looking into the details of each designer, we see
Brian's background in master planning while Lee built up years of
experience in construction and agronomy. After they set up
Schmidt-Curley Design, they made an important decision to move
their main design market to China when other architects had no
idea about China. As other designers were still busy in the US,
Curley recalled "our friends could not understand why we wanted
to design golf courses in Asia and wondered why we would want to
do work where nobody could see the results". Curley continued
with confidence, he said, “I was thinking in a different way since |
believed we would be the pioneers exploring this new golf market
and our work there will influence the future of golf development
in China."

Now, the results prove what Brian said is absolutely right. We
would say it is Schmidt-Curley’s wisdom to enter into China's
market rather than it just being good fortune. Many people would
relate their success to Mission Hills since it is their most notable

project in China, brining Schmidt-Curley to the world stage. So
many people said Schmidt-Curley cannot be successful without
Mission Hills. We would say they are right, if Schmidt-Curley was
not involved with Mission Hills, they would not be as successful.
However, if they did not come to China, how would they be able
to capture David Chu's attention? If they did not do a good job on
David Chu's first course, why would he still want to use them? To
that, we say it is because of Schmidt-Curley’s wisdom and design
strength. Today, we can easily see how great Schmidt-Curley is
from the work at Mission Hills Haikou. Brian Curley is very
humble and his answer is "after the Mission Hills World Cup in
1995, the World Cup operator Burch Riber recommended me to
David Chu, and my friend Nick Faldo and Jumbo Ozaki, who also
put their signature names on Mission Hills, said a few nice words
about us to David" Brian continued "the number of Mission Hills
golf courses we designed is half of our total completed golf
courses in China. Mission Hills is like my family in China and |
sincerely appreciate David Chu's help. They did everything we
asked for, and we could not expect more from such a great client.
| feel proud that Mission Hills gained huge success not only in
China but also in the World. It is a team effort and team success,
and golf is a part of this big project ". We think Mission Hills is the
biggest success story in the golf industry, and there might not be
anyone else who could come close to this miracle record. Dana
Fry said "Mission Hills breaks the old rules of the game. We could
not see any golf potential in China and we thought those guys
were mistaken when they started exploring the market over there
in China, now they are the new rule makers in China"

To understand their work, we need to learn more about Mission
Hills Shenzhen. In 2011, we listed the Greg Norman Course,
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Olazabal, Pete Dye and Faldo course in the top 10 courses in China,
which showed how much we appreciate the designers' efforts on
the mountain courses of Mission Hills. Schmidt-Curley is a perfect
example of how a foreign company has successfully adapted
themselves to China's market. They love China, they understand
China and they want to contribute to China. They are one of a few
foreign companies who deeply understand Chinese
characteristics. Chinese clients feel it is very easy for them to
communicate with Schmidt-Curley since they are very flexible to
adapt themselves to Chinese culture and always ready to help
solve problems. More to the point, Lee Schmidt said, "All golf
designers are expecting good sites, good budgets, good clients and
good contractors, but you cannot have all of these at the same
time in China........ we all want to find good land and follow our
imagination to build special golf courses in China, but there are so
many constraints we need to consider. We must adapt to be able
to work within these constraints and focus on the reality, changing
the negatives to positives and help solve the problems at hand.”
Schmidt says, "This is the attitude and mentality you have to carry
with you in order to design golf courses in China" Among Lee
Schmidt’s accomplishments in Asia, he has designed an impressive
tournament course in Thailand named Amata Spring Country Club,
voted the No.1 course in Thailand.

If we say Mission Hills is the biggest success Schmidt Curley has
achieved in China, Stone Forest would be listed as the second
surprise they created for the world. Many people say Stone Forest
marks the peak of Brian Curley's career. Brian Curley tells us his
favorite course is Blackstone, which shows he has a preference for
Mission Hills. He could not hide his feeling on how much he loves
Blackstone, he says "every golf critic has their own criterion to rank

golf courses, but | personally love Blackstone. It might be because
| spent countless hours on this course and | like the layout,
strategy, and the landscape features including black lava rocks,
Lychee trees, wetlands, walking paths, and massive bunkers but
more than anything these elements are integrated seamlessly to
nature.” And he feels proud to tell us "we only used a few catch
basins in our design, instead we relied mostly on surface
drainage". We can tell how much he loves Blackstone. Curley
recalled, "Like Mission Hills Shenzhen, we also used hundreds of
trucks and large machinery to transport massive amounts of dirt
and sand from a site 25 KM away to cap each of the 10 courses".
At Mission Hills Haikou, the 10 courses feature 10 different styles,
which give each golfer a multitude of playing options. Brian
showed his passion by explaining the process of importing
truckloads of sand and shaping massive dunes to create a beach
style course on the lava rock site in Hainan. When we are talking
about this beach course (Shadow Dunes), he mentioned Bill
Coore's Shangin Bay in Qionghai, where he is very quick to give
the layout high praise. He said, “There is no doubt Shangin Bay is
one of the best courses | played in China ". Brian told us
Schmidt-Curley also has a great ongoing project in Inner
Mongolia. He is very excited about this new course which features
towering sand dunes and native grasses. Brian said it has great
potential to become a world class golf course and the
Schmidt-Curley team is looking forward to completing this new
course. We cannot wait to see what this secret course will look
like.

It is hard to find a single word to describe Schmidt-Curley’s
design style. They have done mountain courses, ocean courses,
flat courses, desert courses, volcanic courses and they have




different courses in different climates......they are capable of
handling all types of land and adapt different styles to different
sites. In China, many people know Schmidt-Curley is easy to
communicate with and they always provide quick service. Unlike
Schmidt-Curley, Tom Doak is picky since he only does the projects
he likes. Tom told us "I would rather focus on a few projects and |
only do the projects whose ownership has the same philosophy as
I do, otherwise | will not do the project. That is the reason why |
have less than 30 golf courses in the world." Tom has one project
in Hainan which is under construction. It looks like he is totally
different from Schmidt-Curley in these regards. Brian mentioned
"Many clients say we are too busy, but we have 6 ASGCA members,
and all of them are great designers. They are the key to make sure
we are able to do a certain number of courses at the same time,
we also have two offices in China, so we are capable of taking care
of a large scale workload and we always provide the best services”
Brian is confident, "We are busy, but we are comfortably busy with
what we are doing. No other designers are able to provide such
efficient services in China"

When we asked Brian about what suggestions he wants to give
the Chinese golf industry, his answer is a pertinent suggestion. He
said, “In the past 20 years of China's golf development, the
proliferation of golf has produced an equal proliferation of “golf
experts”. While they are well intended, we sometimes find their
recommendations a bit outdated. Our hope is that the future will
yield a better understanding of the need to keep current with
design trends.

From exploring the story of Schmidt-Curley Design we have
learned how they achieved great success without being
professional golfers, rather, their success has come from a desire
to produce good, quality golf courses while providing excellent
service for their clients. Schmidt-Curley is a great example for us
to learn from. Brian Curley added this conclusion, "We must
continue to work hard and we consider every day as a new page".
It is Schmidt-Curley.
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(Justin Rose, Brian Curley, & lan Poulter at the 2012 WGC
HSBC Championship at Mission Hills Shenzhen)

Rose/Poulter Renovation is Underway at
Mission Hills Shenzhen

US Open Winner Justin Rose and fellow competitor lan Poulter will celebrate the opening
of the re-designed Rose-Poulter course with an exhibition Match Play event to be held on
October 21* at Mission Hills Dongguan. The pair, who between them have won two of the
most prestigious tournaments in world golf over the last twelve months, are also both
recognized as Match Play specialists and were key figures in last year’s European Team
Ryder Cup victory. Poulter has also been a regular at Mission Hills where he competed in
World Cups from 2007 to 2011 (partnering with Rose twice in the prestigious team-format
competition). The course redesign will be undertaken by Schmidt-Curley Design. Speaking
about the collaboration, World No.3 Rose said, “I'm delighted to be involved in this project
and am very much looking forward to working with lan and Brian Curley to create a really
exciting course that lends itself to Match Play format.“We’ve had a number of discussions
with Brian Curley and | look forward to coming to Mission Hills in October and seeing the
end result.

Fellow Englishman Poulter, who claimed victory at last year’s WGC HSBC Champions at

Mission Hills added, “It’s no secret that I'm a big fan of Match Play so | was more than happy to be involved in the project. I've got some
pretty special memories of Mission Hills from last year and if we can contribute to making the course a more exciting experience for people
to compete on, then I’'m delighted to be involved.

Speaking about the new design, Curley said, “With the Rose-Poulter pairing and their past successes at Match Play, we're placing a real
focus on creating a renewed strategy that incorporates a number of risk-reward opportunities. While there will remain a strong emphasis
on playability and width, we envision a more punishing course that is ultimately more interesting and demanding, yet a fun playing
experience.” The course will see the introduction of some stunning visuals that incorporate more rugged bunkering, native grass and
transitional edges that will seamlessly blend into the outer boundaries. Other enhancements include more bunkering along the centerlines
of play and greensites will see an introduction of additional features to both punish and reward. The tee surfaces will be expanded
significantly, resulting in long ribbons of tight mow rather than individual tees, thus creating many more options for hole length including

the opportunity to have many drivable par 4's and reachable par5's.

Asian Golf Business
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The Match Play Course




Construction Photos




Schmidt-Curley's 2nd Project in
Chengdu Nears Completion

Located in the foothills just south of Chengdu, this site features a mixture
of bold rolling forested terrain and serene open valleys. This stunning
property has ideal topography which was utilized to carve out golf holes
that naturally fit the land, with minimal earthwork required.

Unique to the area, this 27-hole facility will feature 3 unique course styles
to challenge guests. The Highlands Course, with high-sandflash 'modern’
style bunkering, sits atop the ridges of the property boasting expansive
views of the surrounding area. The Woodlands Course, features steep
grass-faced bunkers and bold contouring, and is carved through pristine
forested valleys. The Valley Course, (currently under construction) features
a more natural style of rugged bunkering, and holes that fit the lay-of-land.

Construction is scheduled to finish up by the end of 2013 with an
anticipated Grand Opening in Late Spring of 2014.
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Schmidt-Curley’s Continued Presence in
Mexico Shines With Two New Courses

AMANALI COUNTRY CLUB

Located less than an hour north of Mexico City in Tepeji del Rio, the Amanali Country
Club has opened all 18 holes for play. The par 72, 7,339 yard layout has dramatic
bunkering, elevation change, multiple shots over canyons and sweeping views Lake
Tepeji. Amanali is a luxury master planned community that also includes a Tennis and
Fitness Center and Marina which are both complete and open for use. Residential and
golf membership sales are strong.

VENTANAS de SAN MIGUEL GOLF RESORT
Founded in 1542, San Miguel de Allende, a small colonial town in Bajio Mountains of
central Mexico now hosts the first Schmidt Curley/Nick Faldo collaboration open for
play in Mexico. Meandering through a landscape of Cactus and Mesquite, the par 70,
7, 141 yard course has visually striking bunkers, dramatic views, and numerous lakes,
streams and cascades. With an elevation of 6000 feet, the course boasts bent grass
greens and Kentucky Bluegrass fairways, which provides an alternative playing
experience for Mexico's avid golfers. The course has already hosted an number of
local tournaments and the clubhouse is currently in construction.
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| recently read an article from Associated
Press writer Tom Krisher about the fact that
modern day speedometers are often
designed to show completely unattainable
speeds. Cars that have top speeds of, say
100 mph will show a speedometer that tops
out at 160 mph. "The speedometer on the
Toyota Yaris says the tiny car can go 140
mph. In reality, the subcompact's
106-horsepower engine and automatic
transmission can't push it any faster than
109." This is done in an effort to make the
driver (purchaser) feel they are driving a
"sportier" car when, in fact, what they have
is a very average vehicle that is no threat to
be seen on any racetrack.

Speedometers & Scorecards
“Published in Asian Golf Business - May 2013

“So why do the Yaris and most other cars sold in the U.S. have speedometers that
show top speeds they can't possibly reach? The answer has deep roots in an American
culture that loves the rush of driving fast?” Adds Krisher “The automakers' marketing
departments are happy to give people the illusion that their family car can travel at
speeds rivaling a NASCAR racer. And companies often use one speedometer type in
various models across the world, saving them money!”

This leads to the illusion that the car is capable of speeds that are not only unsafe but
well beyond reality. The funny thing is that the buyer typically understands this but
feels more confident that he or she is in a car that performs with the 'big guys'!

I could not help but see the analogy to what | have often referred to as the “scorecard
wars". This Is where developers and clubs feel the need to keep up with the
competition by building courses of enormous length, despite the fact that the
overwhelming majority of golfers do not venture towards the back tees or even the
second tee.

Most of the play for men on courses that boast a 7,400-yard back tee typically comes
from those in the 6,400 yard range (or less). Why, then, is there a compulsion to build
an extra 1,000 yards of length and incur the additional costs of construction,
maintenance, etc? Typically it is an ego-driven decision or the result of golf
consultants who insist the courses must be long to be taken seriously. Admittedly, this
may be true for courses built to host world-class events. Our Blackstone Course at
Mission Hills Haikou is capable of playing 7,700 yards, yet even for the World-Cup of
Golf, the PGA Tour is set up at less than 7,400 yards. And this is for the best players on
the planet! Why would a members' or public-play




course with no chance or aspirations of hosting such a championship, feel compelled to create similar length?

In my opinion, the same mindset that creates speedometers with unattainable speeds is to blame. The difference is that a
speedometer with an exaggerated range of speed does not cost more money to build or operate. Golf courses, however, are a far
different animal. There is no debate that the ball and equipment available today produce unprecedented distance increases. The
impact to the elite player, however, is much more pronounced than to that of the average player. Most average golfers still struggle
to deliver the ball to the areas that the course architect designed for play. And when given the option, the majority would prefer to
play the tees slightly forward, rather than step back another tee. This explains the significant lack of use of the back tees, and even
the second set of tees. For years the best course in the world was the 6,666-yard Pine Valley Golf Club in New Jersey, USA. It has added
some length recently to get to 7,009 yards, but that's still nowhere near what we see on modern courses. This year's U.S. Open will
be played at Merion Golf Club at just over 6,800 yards.

My point is not to preclude building longer courses, but to have owners and clubs take a long look in the mirror at what their real
needs are. Longer courses have a place, but so do courses that cater to the membership and create an environment that is set up for
their game, not the occasional visit from a Tour Pro. Intimate green-to-tee walks for the masses are of much greater importance and

will produce more enjoyable rounds. If Tiger Woods shows up and sets a course record, so be it.

For me, I'll place a higher emphasis on the speed that matters most, pace of play. In that case, hit the gas and go!

Brian Curley
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Scottsdale, Arizona
8180 North Hayden RD. Suite D-200

Scottsdale, AZ 85258
Phone: 480.483.1994 Fax: 480.483.6292

Kunming, China Haikou, China
Room 102 Unit 2 NO.9 Building, Chahua Yuan, B-28B Zonglv Gongyu, 107 Binhai Dadao,
Beichen Xiaoqu, Kunming, Yunnan 650224 Haikou, Hainan 570311

Phone:898.6853.2375 Fax:898.6859.4526

twitter.com/schmidtcurley facebook.com/schmidtcurley

Vist us online @
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designing more than 40 courses in China
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