THE SCHMIDT-CURLEY NEWSLETTER

WAL NI EsBam 2 OB V81 SRV O [, . 8

MY ._’___..--"'__ e ; h A\
4 .:.'\. ’ b I:‘ ‘“.
N y/ \ : . ~\
\ o e g
3 — g I
.\'-._ d r
@ ‘~.... . o |
O, {
F

A X ELHEA R FOLLOW US!



4 SCHMIDT-CURLEY NAMED #1 ARCHITECTS IN ASIA AT THE
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2012 ASTIAN GOLF MONTHLY AWARDS

For the second consecutive year, Schmidt-Curley Design is named the
#1 Golf Course Architects in the Asia Pacific Region by Asian Golf Monthly.
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BEST GOLF COURSE ARCHITECT -ASIA PACIFIC:
SCHMIDT-CURLEY DESIGN (SECOND CONSECUTIVE YEAR)

W #1 COURSE IN CHINA:

MISSION HILLS HAIKOU (BLACKSTONE)I

w #1 BEST CHAMPIONSHIP COURSE -ASIA PACIFIC:
MISSION HILLS HAIKOU (BLACKSTONE)I

W #1 BEST GOLF RESORT -ASIA PACIFIC:
MISSION HILLS HAIKOU

W #2 BEST NEW COURSE -ASIA PACIFIC:
MISSION HILLS HAIKOU (SHADOW DUNES)I

* #1 BEST VALUE FOR THE MONEY:
CHIANGMAI HIGHLANDS

W #1 BEST MAINTAINED COURSE -ASIA PACIFIC:
SIAM COUNTRY CLUB (PLANTATION)II




‘ARCHITECTS OF THEIR OWN SUCCESS’

Check out Schmidt-Curley Design, featured in the
February issue of Asian Golf Monthly.

* COMPLETE AWARDS COVERAGE

For a comprehensive look at the 2012
Asian Golf Monthly awards and a full list

T CLICK HERE

BRIAN CURLEY UNVEILS FANTASY GOLF COURSE

In addition to accepting a handful of awards, Brian Curley presented the
Mission Hills Fantasy Golf Course design concept. The slideshow covered
historical precedents in the golf industry as well as iconic building architecture.
The presentation showcased various conceptual sketches and 3D models for
the first time; the material was quickly published by various media outlets.
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LOCATION:
QIONGHAI, HAINAN ISLAND, CHINA

NOW OPEN:
WHITE STONE HOT SPRING G.C.

Located just north of Sanya, China’s most popular
beach town, the layout boasts bold, sprawling
bunkers that flank fairways deftly routed through
the rolling landscape. Eight holes dramatically hug
the Changling Reservoir’s shoreline, providing
several visually striking risk-reward opportunities
throughout the round. The par 72 measures 7,011
yards from the back tees.

“White Stone Hot Springs is our 14th course to
~open on Hainan Island since 2009”, says Brian
~ Curley. “Firm hallmarks like wide playing
corridors, strong angles of approach, strategic
bunkering and maintenance-friendly design
are on full display and sure to please players
and owners alike. The layout is very
user-friendly and its setting among lush,
tropical vegetation creates a botanical oasis for
island golfers.”
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LOCATION:
YINGKOU, LIAONING, CHINA
FINALIST

Rme—ean GOLF INC. RECOGNIZES GOLD TIME
G.C. FOR DEVELOPMENT OF THE YEAR

Schmidt-Curley’s Gold Time Golf Club, located in China’s
Liaoning Province, was distinguished among the Top
Developments of 2012, as listed in the latest edition of
Golf Inc. Magazine. (Click on the link below to read the full

w0 Gowrine.

Why the Chinese are buying American golf courses
How apps are changing golf marketing

Golf Inc

WINTER 2013




OAK QUARRY GOLF CLUB NAMED 2013
NGCOA COURSE OF THE YEAR

The National Golf Course Owners Association has named Oak
Quarry the 2012 NGCOA Course Of The Year. Located in
Riverside, California, Oak Quarry opened in 2000 under the
direction of Schmidt-Curley Lead Architect, Grant Haserot, a
California native. This striking course was built in Riverside’s
historic Jensen Quarry, which was closed in 1979. The golf
course plays through, up, down, and around dramatic
limestone and marble rock faces created from mining
materials used to construct Southern California’s buildings,
freeways, and bridges.
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SCHMIDT-CURLEY COURSE UNDERWAY IN
CENTRAL HAINAN ISLAND, CHINA

Located in middle on Hainan Island, this spectacular site features
gently rolling hills, mature woodlands, mountain views, and a
majestic lake with numerous golf holes routed along the
shoreline. The Muse Lake golf course is designed to highlight and
enhance the natural features of the landscape including large,
exposed boulders and multiple creeks which have been carefully
preserved and introduced as strategic elements to the golf course
design.

First LOOK

MUSE LAKE #12

“ISLAND GREEN"
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One of the signatures holes on a

new fantas wurse at Mission Hills -
in China will see players attempt to FrBEdom Pro eCt
hit a green surrounded by a noodle- Ending Modern-Day Slavery

d complete with

HIDE CAPTION

Noodle delight

STORY HIGHLIGHTS (CNN) -- It's crazy golf on an insane scale -- a putting green
Ze e e 22 cwimmina in a adiant bowl of noodles and chonsticks the Great \Wall




CNN FEATURES STORY ON MISSION
HILLS FANTASY GOLF COURSE

This past December CNN featured excerpts from a
Brian Curley interview regarding Schmidt-Curley
Design’s latest project with China’s Mission Hills
Group asking, is this “The world’s Craziest Golf a0 Pk ¥
Course?” The story drew plenty of buzz and a mixed /“ B
reaction of reader comments. Over 1,400 people : | e
“shared” the story on Facebook, accompanied by
nearly 500 “tweets”.

HIDE CAPTION

Panda power
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W8 The Great Wall of China hole will
of] provide a challenge with a difference:
8 for the golfers who play the new
course.

Aview from the lee of the shol facing
the golfer on the chopsticks and
noodies hole,

Olympics B
is the inspiration for one of the - A
greens on the new course.

L
HIDE CAPTION HIDE CAPTION

Testing target Olympics remembered

HIDE CAPTION

Another brick in the Wall
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~ Hole #1 “Pandamonium”
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MORE FANTASY COVERAGE!

I:EEI Future of golf: Mayans, noodles & pandas

YAHOO! e
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TPG home

'Full-Seale Mini Golf' C

Golf can be fun, frustrating, therapeutic and challenging. At this course, it may make you hungry.

() USATODAY  wews SPORTS urE MONEY TECH TRAVEL OPINION s B W

Chinese golf course to feature green in giant bowl of
noodles

D cameon: LW

USA TODAY
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TOURNAME]

OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP INTER-
HONDA LPGA THAILAND NATIONAL FINAL @ALIFYING WORLD LADIES CHAMPIONSHIP

Siam C.C. (Old Course) Amata Spring Country Club  Sandbelt Trails @ Mission Hills
Pattaya, Thailand Chonburi, Thailand Haikou, China
LPGA Asian Tour LET

16



13

NT PREVIEW

RR DONNELLEY FOUNDERS CUP VOLVO CHINA OPEN OMEGA WORLD CUP

JW. Marriott Wildfire G.C. Binhai Lake Blackstone @ Mission Hills
Scottsdale, Arizona, USA Tianjin, China Haikou, China
LPGA European Tour PGA Tour

17
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PARK & PETTERSEN NAB EARLY SEASON WINS

South Korean, Inbee Park, took advantage of Ariya Jutanugarn's triple
bogey on #18 in the final round to secure a one-stroke victory in the
LPGA Thailand at Siam Country Club. The following week’s LET World
Ladies Championship at Mission Hills resulted with Park on the losing
end, as Suzann Pettersen of Norway came from two strokes behind to
claim a one-stroke victory over Park at Mission Hills Hainan’s Sandbelt
Trails course.




THE HANEY PROJECT - MICHAEL PHELPS
PREMEIRS AT MISSION HILLS CHINA

The Haney Project debuted February 25th on the Golf
Channel, featuring 18 time Olympic Gold Medal
winner, Michael Phelps. The season premier featured
clips from the Schmidt-Curley Designed Mission Hills
Hainan Resort and the 2012 World Celebrity Pro-Am
that featured a host of A-List celebrities including Yao
Ming, Ronaldo, and event winner, Andy Garcia.
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Golf Architecture

A WORLDWIDE PERSPECTIVE ™

Somewhere along the way in the develop-
ment of new golf courses, the necessity of

adhering to a ‘championship' standard
score-card of 7,000 yards with a par of seven-
ty-two became obligatory marching orders to
golf architects. This formula became an
opiate to nervous developers fearful of not
keeping up with the competition, and places
less emphasis on other more important
elements of design in the definition of what
qualifies as a quality course. As an architect,
proposing a par of less than seventy-two is,
quite often, met with a puzzled expression or
immediate indignant rejection!

With all the changes and advancements in
technology, the issue of length has become
the source of long-winded debate and
receives ample coverage. What doesn't
receive much attention, however, is the
subject of par. We at Schmidt-Curley Design

I LOVE THE SEVENTIES BRIAN CURLEY

*PUBLISHED IN PAUL DALEY’S, GOLF ARCHITECTURE A WORLDWIDE PERSPECTIVE VOL. III

have been long-time proponents of the
advantages of a par-70 layout, and have built
our fair share in recent years. We have had
success convincing owners that if it is good
enough for courses, such as, Pine Valley,
Shinnecock Hills, Merion East, Prairie Dunes,
Crystal Downs, Colonial, Firestone South and
most US Open venues, it might be good
enough for them.

When the dust settles, a great golf course is
deemed so for many different, intangible
reasons, seldom due to the merits of its
scorecard. If not, some advertising-hungry
publication would have certainly by now
listed its 'Top Too Scorecards'—perhaps in
both in the 'Classic' and 'Modern' categories.

We have found a number of significant
advantages associated with a par-70 course
in both construction and operations, and
have yet to see any negative impact in the
value of either a membership or green fee.
These include less land, lower construction
cost, less maintenance, lower water use,
dealing with tough terrain, increased speed
of play and revenue. Additionally, scoring
decreases.

Less Land

A reduction in par reduces the amount of
land required to produce a quality golf expe-
rience. This can help in a number of ways,
including the purchase of less property, less
disturbance of existing, natural features
becoming more important as entitlements
become difficult to obtain, and as consumers
demand natural courses and the ability to
sell more property in real-estate-driven
projects. By dropping two strokes on a very
difficult site in Toney Rancho Santa Fe, Cali-
fornia, the Crosby National Golf Club (a
course we designed with Fred Couples) was
able to avoid awkward golf shots and replace
them with very expensive residential lots.
The land that proved to be unsuitable for
quality golf was quite good for a series of lots
with commanding views. The lot sales made
a significant dent in the overall project cost,
in effect, paying for much of the course con-
struction.
Lower construction cost

Obviously, building less naturally results in
spending less. This reduction doesn't hit all
line items of construction. For instance, you



still need eighteen greens, but big items such
as dirt-moving, irrigation and cart-paths, will
see a related drop in unit pricing resulting in
a lower overall project cost.

Less maintenance

Less maintenance is perhaps not as signifi-
cant of a reduction as in construction, but it
takes less time, less fertilizer and less equip-
ment to maintain less area of turf.

Lower water use

This is advantageous in a number of ways
including reduced volumes/reduced cost,
helping to adhere to ever-growing water
restrictions, or using your allocation more
wisely by maximizing playable areas. We
have found the last to be of great benefit in
the south-west where strict water usage
formulas can lead to tight landing-areas and
frustrated golfers. By converting a par-5 to a
par-3, about six acres of turf can be allocated
to the remaining landing-areas. This leaves
slightly more room for error and accommo-
dates more tee-shots, making for happier
players arid faster play. Another application
we have used is in higher elevations of the
south-west where the Bermuda versus cool
season debate lingers. By dropping to par-70
and leaving standard landing areas, the
water saving can be used to keep the
somewhat thirstier cool season grasses
year-round, resulting in no need to overseed

saving seed, labor cost and eliminating lost
revenue while the course is shut down—typi-
cally during a desirable month of October-
may add significantly to the bottom line.

Dealing with tough terrain

With many difficult sites, the ability to sub-
stitute a par-5 in preference to a par-3 can
equate to a stout reduction in cost. Quite
often, the shorter hole is more natural and a
welcomed addition to the overall routing,
avoiding what could otherwise be a con-
trived hole. We designed a course in
southern California on a brutally difficult, yet
stunning property, where the owners origi-
nally agreed to a more site-sensitive and
budget-sensitive par-70 layout. Mid-way
through construction, they (despite our
objections) made the decision to convert two
holes on a very rugged, rocky-sloped area of
the site from a short, par-4 and a long, par-3
to a long, par-4 and a par-5, gaining two
strokes. The rocky conditions added unusu-
ally high costs and led to a budget crunch at
the project's end. In my opinion, the new
holes became the worst of the eighteen, and
the additional significant dollars could have
been used much more wisely. In addition, in
its particular cost-conscious market, | don't
believe any additional revenue was gained. |
would argue that, to the contrary, in this
suburban market, a par-70 course would

have led to faster play and a little more time
(and money) being spent at the clubhouse
bar/restaurant prior to heading home to the
family.
Increased speed of play and revenue
| have long argued that few, if any, players
arrive at the counter to pay and turn away at
the prospect of playing a par-70 course. Nor
does anyone refuse a membership at Pine
Valley for its 'inadequate' scorecard. Speed
of play, however, will pick up by maybe
fifteen minutes per round, making four-hour
rounds more attainable and allowing an addi-
tional, say ten, players per day to tee off at
peak-rate periods. This additional revenue
requires no more cost in operations and goes
straight to the bottom line, resulting in sig-
nificant dollars in both revenue and property
valuation. | believe most players would view
the faster pace of play as being much more
desirable than the two strokes they didn't
play. | have also noticed that, when asked,
the overwhelming majority of players are
completely unaware of the par, but will focus
instead on length. Ultimately, a course is
viewed as positive if the experience and
value are good.
Scoring decreases

It may sound silly, but | know of many
players who enjoy par-70s for the chance to

21
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[ LOVE THE SEVENTIES (CONTINUED)

turn their typical eighty-one into a
seventy-nine, and the satisfaction of
breaking eighty. The same pay-off awaits
those players whose game hovers just over
ninety and 100. Part of the problem with
most courses of par-70 is the approach
taken. On most US Open venues, they reduce
two par-5s to par-4s, and play long, par-4s all
day. This can sometimes make for a
monotonous round and inhibit the overall
experience and remembrance of holes.
Instead, we advocate dropping one par-5 for
a par-3, leaving a total of three par-5s and
five par-3s. This allows for a wide variety of
hole lengths—par-3s ranging from 140 to
240 vyards, plus building two reachable
par-5s, and one, three-shot par-5. Much
more design flexibility is made available and
the ability to create more memorable variety
is increased. We also feel that the course
need not reflect a balanced par of thirty-five
strokes on each side. By creating a front nine
of thirty-four, late afternoon nine-hole
rounds can be played even quicker. This
works especially well for in-town private
clubs where the member opts for a quick

nine prior to work, or before sunset. While
this concept of par-70 applies to many sites,
it certainly isn't the solution for all courses.
Obviously, if ample land and water are
available and speed of play is not quite as
important—destination resorts, for
example—one would certainly lean towards
a par of seventy-two. | would recommend,
however, that when dealing with tough sites,
water issues and the desire to maximize
rounds/revenues, one should give serious
consideration to developing a par-70 layout.

bl

BRIAN CURLEY



SCHMIDT-CURLEY DESIGN INC.

SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA
8180 North Hayden RD. Suite D-200
Scottsdale, AZ 85258
Phone: 480.483.1994 ¢ Fax: 480.483.6292

KUNMING, CHINA HAIKOU, CHINA
Room 102 Unit 2 NO.9 Building, Chahua Yuan, B-28B Zonglv Gongyu, 107 Binhai Dadao,
Beichen Xiaoqu, Kunming, Yunnan 650224 Haikou, Hainan 570311

Phone:898.6853.2375 ¢ Fax:898.6859.4526

twitterd facebook.

twitter.com/schmidtcurley facebook.com/schmidtcurley

Vist us online @

www.schmidt-curley.com
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FINALIST
Liaoning Gold Time Golf Club
Vingkeu. China
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Why the Chinese are buying American golf courses
How apps are changing golf marketing
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Panda power

£~ One ofthe holes is dedicated to the
most popular animal in China, the
giant panda, and this sketch

Ea il the design feat £
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is the inspiration for one of the
greens on the new course.
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S8 The Great Wall of China hole will
of] provide a challenge with a difference:
for the golfers who play the new
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I:EEI Future of golf: Mayans, noodles & pandas

Golf can be fun, frustrating, therapeutic and challenging. At this course, it may make you hungry.
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Golf Architecture

A WORLDWIDE PERSPECTIVE ™ m
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